
California High School 

Instrumental Music Boosters Meeting 

September 20, 2012 

 
Attendance: Kathi Nichols, Kent Johnson, Gail Trenerry, Wossen Million, Scott Lawrence, Karen 
Pratt, Kathy Heath, Larry Heath, Karen Morelli, Edward Hefter, Sarah Wondolowski.   

Meeting was called to order at 7:05 by Kathi Nichols. 

Review of Minutes:  The May meeting minutes were reviewed, amended and approved. 

Administrator's Report: 

 Sarah Wondolowski was introduced as the new VP who will be attending our booster 
meetings.   

 CHS is currently going through the WASC accreditation process.  Sarah shared the school's 
mission statement and the ESLR's (Expected Schoolwide Learning Results). 

 Before school started in August, the staff had time to go through CERT training. 
 CHS now has GNN (Grizzly News Network).  Leadership creates a 4-8 minute video to 

highlight school events, news and other information and it is shown in Tutorial. The intent is 
to increase communication with the student body and give more exposure to events 
happening on campus. 

 The administration is reviewing STAR test results and analyzing the data. No API scores as 
of yet. 

Old Business:  
 Administration wants to look at donation numbers from registration, try to put together a 

message for parents to show all the good programs that are possible because of their 
donations.  They also want to talk to people about their registration experiences. 

 Kathi N. recommended mixing up booster tables at registration to eliminate the 
"thoroughfare" mentality, maybe use students to talk up the donations, or put the tables back 
in the gym so it's not so rushed. 

 String Orchestra:  Gail Trenerry has been hired as the String Orchestra teacher.  Parent 
reaction to the program has been positive.  Per Mr. Johnson, Mr. Corti said he would work to 
assist in funding for this program.  Scott asked him for confirmation that the district is going 
to fund it. 

 
New Business: 

 Marching Band is going well so far, with 53 musicians and 17 color guard. 
 The pancake breakfast/car wash is October 6.  Parent help is needed for shifts between 6am-

1pm at both breakfast and car wash. 

       

 



Director's Report: 

 Orchestra is going well, they are adjusting to the new teacher. 
 Wind Ensemble seems like one of the best so far. Half the students are new, and he has full 

instrumentation. 
 Concert Band is down to 19 students, lost about 40 due to scheduling conflicts with 

Health/World Geography. 
 Marching Band will be holding a March-a-thon on Saturday, 9/22 at rehearsal as a fundraiser.  

The show is going well, the music was written specifically for this group by Ken Carlin, who 
writes for Blue Devils. Kids really enjoyed the camping trip after band camp, and bonded 
quite a bit.  The trip is on the agenda for next year. 

 Jazz Ensemble performs at Art in the Park at Central Park on October 7 from 10:30-11:30. 
 Got a new trailer, need someone to build out a shelf for drums/hats.  Have person to design 

logo for the outside. 
 There is a possibility of hosting an NCBA festival on April 27, 2013, not approved yet. 
 Kathi N. has designed a T-shirt for marching band.  Will be ready before first competition. 
 The Hawaii trip is open until the end of September, would like more students and 

chaperones. 

Treasurer's Report:   

 Motion made by Kathy H. to pay $50.00 to state for registration of our non-profit. Karen 
Pratt seconded, motion carried. 

 Motion made to pay $20.00 fee to state for a raffle license.  Motion seconded and carried. 
 Scott discussed financials.  We went negative last year which cost us some savings.  The 

value of our instruments is about $400,000, and our music library of approximately 1,850 
selections is worth about $370,000.  Contributions have increased over the last few years 
(2007-$95,000; 2011-$110,000). 

 Motion was made by Kathy H. to approve financials.  Karen Pratt seconded, motion carried. 
 Discussion was held regarding tax returns.  Scott feels that we can save about $650.00 by 

having him fill out the returns and file them.  Motion by Kathy H. to have Scott file taxes 
using efile form 990.  Karen Pratt seconded, motion carried. 

 We now have a Paypal square for payments.  Paypal charges 2.75%.  Motion made by 
Edward to cancel our existing credit card service. Karen Pratt seconded, motion carried. 

Miscellaneous Items: 

 Mr. Johnson has 4 tickets available for a regular season A's game.  Contact him if interested. 
 Minutes from May 17, 2012 amended as follows: Strike the last sentence "As the new 

treasurer, Scott is removing himself from signing duties on the account.".  Minutes approved 
as amended. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. 


